
Gearing Up for Safety –
Animal Agriculture 

Safety Training

Lesson 13: 
Working with Animals
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Overview:

In the early 1900s and before almost all farms contained livestock but as the farming and ranching industry 
developed, farms and ranches have become very specialized. Whereas farms of 100 years ago frequently 
contained some cattle, pigs and maybe even chickens along with crops such as corn, wheat and hay. Today’s 
farms are typically very specialized. They may specialize in:

1. Row crops such as corn, soybeans, sorghum and cotton,

2. Vegetable crops such as tomatoes, potatoes, and sweet corn,

3. Grapes for eating and wine production

4. Beef cattle production such as cow-calf operations or feeder lots

5. Milk production with large herds of dairy cows

6. Swine production for pork production

The previous list is just a few examples of how farms have transitioned from “general agricultural production” in 
the early 1900s and beyond to today’s very “specialized agricultural production” operations. While not all farms 
today contain some form of livestock, there are thousands of operations with livestock throughout the United 
States.

Opening discussion questions

1. What are some common injuries on a farm that are related to livestock?

2. What types of precautions should workers take around livestock?

torm
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Lesson 13 will discuss the different hazards associated livestock agriculture. This chapter begins with 
a short overview of animal agriculture and how statistics of animal injury and machine injury on a 
farm rate against each other. Procedures for safely working around livestock, and tools that 
operatories can employ to provide them with optimal safety. This chapter also talks about showstock
and the different precautions that should be taken with them. Students will have the opportunity to 
dive into why pets should be treated with the same respect as livestock animals.

Key points: 

1. This lesson is designed primarily to provide students with the knowledge to identify the basic
hazards associated with animal agriculture and become familiar with safety-related
measures that should be taken. This lesson does not qualify participants to work on a farm in
any industrial or private setting beyond state or Federal laws and regulations.

2. Encourage students who are currently or planning to work on a farm with animals to
research the regulations that would apply to them, and to take additional precautions with
activities that may be legal for them to participate in but still pose a serious threat to their
safety.
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Overview of Animal Ag

 1 pound of meat will travel
on average _____ miles
before consumption

 Over __% of the nation's
cattle are kept on 2% of the 
nation’s feedlots

 Compared to crop
production, livestock
production generates
________________  income 
annually

1,000

70

less, more, about the same?about the same
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Key points

1. As agriculture has specialized so has the meat processing fatalities. Historically 
most meat was raised, processed and eaten locally. It was not uncommon 100 
years ago for the farm family to raise, butcher, process and eat meat from 
animals raised on their farm. Today, very large packing companies secure the 
animals and process the meat then ship it hundreds and thousands of miles 
before it reaches the consumer.

2. Most of the cattle today are raised in huge feedlots containing several thousand 
cows. One hundred years ago, most cattle were raised by local farmers with just 
a few head of cows being fed at a time.

3. Animal agriculture is responsible for approximately 48% of the agricultural 
production (dollar value) in the United States. The remaining 52% is composed 
of plant-based agriculture
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Injury due to Animal vs. Machine 

 Animals have
historically been a key
factor in agricultural
production

 Past – animals used
as a power source
AND as a food source

 Present – animals are
primarily a food source
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 Prior to 1940,
animals accounted
for nearly ½ of all
farm-related injuries

Prior to the invention of the tractor, horses and oxen where the primary “power” source on 
the farm. Every farm had a couple teams of horses for performing various field work 
operations.

Today, horses are primarily a source of “recreation.”

With the introduction of the tractor, humans interactions with horses decreased which 
resulted in a drop in the number of horse‐related farm injuries.

Today, American farms have become very specialized. Many farms focus on crop 
production and thus have no livestock on the farm. Livestock focused farms have likewise 
become very specialized, focusing only on hogs, dairy, sheep or beef. Workers on these 
farms area able to specialize their skill set.
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Which of these animals are considered hazardous 
for youth under 16 when working for hire on a 

farm/ranch?
Chickens - Hens Sheep - Ram

Swine - Gilts

Goats - Kids

Beef - Bull

Sheep - Ewes
Dairy - Calf

Beef - Cow and Calf
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Competency 13.1

Identify animals that are considered hazardous for youth under 16 when working for hire on a 
farm/ranch

Activity:
Step #1: Display the slide, but do not progress forward to show the green checkmarks and red Xs.
Step #2: Ask student working either individually or in teams to determine if a youth under 16 years 

of age may work, for hire, with the animals
Step #3: Prior to revealing the answer for each animal group, ask the student to indicate which 

situations are allowed for youth under 16 years of age when working for hire
Step #4: Reveal the answers and discuss

The Hazardous Occupations Order for Agriculture specifically prohibits youth under 16 years of age 
from working with the following two groups of animals when in a pen or stall:

1. A male breeding animal such as a bull, boar, ram, stud, etc.
2. A female animal and newborn (i.e., cow and calf, sow and piglets)

NOTE:  These provisions does not apply to youth working on a farm owned or operated by their 
parents or legal guardians. 
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Which part of an animal’s body 
typically causes the following injuries? 

Bites

Kicks

Getting 
Stepped on

Pinned to a 
solid surface

Nudged/pushed
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NOTE:  Animals are unpredictable, 
and some have meaner 
attitudes than others. Be 
careful!

Competency 13.2
Identify common injuries caused by livestock

Activity:
Step #1: Display the slide, but do not progress forward to identify where the specific injuries may occur
Step #2: Divide the students into five groups to answer the question
Step #3: Assign an injury category (bites, kicks, etc.) to each of the five groups
Step #4: Ask each group, starting with group one, to identify their injury’s location. 
Step #5: Reveal the answers and discuss

Common Injuries caused by Livestock
Stepped on:

• Working around animals and not paying attention to where they are in relation to you
• Common with show stock, when exhibitors are working in close proximity with the animal

Bites: 
• Out of fear
• While giving medication

Kicks:
• When you sneak up behind the animal
• When working carelessly near animals

Pinned to a solid surface (fence, barn, trailer):
• When an animal feels threatened
• Animal is spooked
• Animal is “Mean”
• Animals can think this activity is a game, they do not know their strength compared to yours, even the

nicest animals can cause injuries by pinning
Nudged/Pushed by an Animal:

• When you stand between the animal and something they want (food, escape from one enclosure to
another, or their offspring);

• When you put the animal in a stressful situation (loading on a trailer, sorting in a small area)

NOTE:  Animals are unpredictable, and some have meaner attitudes than others. Be careful!
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Activities that may cause an injury

 Feeding Livestock

 Health Checks

 Vaccination

 Castration

 Hoof Trimming

 Cleaning the pen

Note: It is never wise to complete any of these tasks alone
13-7

Competency 13.3 

Describe/understand hazardous activities encountered while tending to livestock

Feeding Livestock
• A simple task, but one that can result in a wide range of injuries (pinched fingers on feed buckets, a stepped on

foot, to being over come by an animal resulting in serious injury)
• To prevent injuries consider: 1) feeding animals before you allow them in the pen, and 2) design feeding area so

you are separated from the animals
Health Checks

• One can encounter a multitude of problems when preforming health and wellness checks on livestock, they do
not have the ability to tell us if something hurts, we must use signs that they give us

• If an animal is not feeling well or is injured their attitude may be altered and their actions harder to predict
Vaccination

• Sudden animal movements could result in accidental injection of the needle into you! Secure the animal as best
possible.

Castration
• Sharpe tools that used during the process, picking up and putting down the piglets, the loud squeals of the

piglets
Hoof Trimming  --- (the actual hoof trimming, if done correctly, should not cause any pain to the animal)

• Cattle: the large chute that flips on it’s side has many pinch points, the cattle can move and kick even when on
their side until properly strapped down, the hoof trimming tools can cause cuts and burns

• Sheep/Goats: depending on the size of the animal the worker can trim hooves on a sheering stand or on the
ground with another person holding the animal’s head. The person trimming the hooves picks one leg up at a
time to trim, kicks can still happen along with pinches and cuts from the hoof trimmers

• Horses: horses are tied up, one foot is lifted up at a time. The danger comes from the potential for the horse to
react badly and for misuse of a tool to result in user injury

Cleaning the pen/stall:
• If done when animals have access to the pen, animals can react poorly resulting in serious injury. Workers can

over exert themselves and pull a muscle, they can become dehydrated, and the tools (shovels, pressure
washer, skid steer) can cause injury
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Tools that are used to treat 
animals medically

 Needles

 Snares

 Chutes

 Lasso

 Bolus Plunger

 Dehorner

 Drencher

 ID tagger

 Hoof trimmers
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Competency 13.4 

Identify tools used with animal agriculture

1. Needles: can cause pokes and accidental administration of medication

2. Snares: used to help hold animal while a shot is administered

3. Chutes: can be used as a barrier between the animal and worker, but have many pinch points
and can fall on feet

4. Lasso: used to catch animals, to be able to treat or tag

5. Bolus Plunger: used to give animals medication in the form of a pill

6. Dehorner: used to remove horns from animals. Dehorners are available as either electric
dehorners or as manual dehorners

7. Drencher: used to administer liquid medication to animals

8. ID: method used to provide individual identification for each animal. Identification methods
include ear notching (swine), ear tags, ear imprints, branding, tattoos, and microchips.

9. Hoof trimmers: used to shape and form hoofs.

Notes:

1. Operators often use medications/hormones that can be absorbed so gloves are advised

2. PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) for using medical tools
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Livestock Equipment Hazards

 Trailers

 Backing over

 Pinning people between
it and another object

 Loading/Unloading

 Chutes/Scales

 Pinch points on
equipment

 Dangers of associated
with moving this
equipment

 Heavy Objects

 Gates

 Feeders
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Competency 13.5 
List the safety procedures when using the following equipment with livestock

Trailers
• Have someone stand behind and to the side directing, so no one gets ran over
• Make sure the back up lights on the trailer are functional. They provide light when

backing in dark situations and they also provide a warning to individuals standing behind
the trailer

Can Cause Injury:
• By backing over
• By pinning people between it and another object
• When loading and unloading animals

Chutes/Scales:
• Become familiar with the equipment before trying to use it with animals
• Use caution when moving these pieces (don’t put body parts under it, don’t put yourself in

a position to have to object fall on you)

Can Cause Injury by:
• Pinch points on equipment
• Dangers of associated with moving this equipment

Heavy Objects:
• Lift objects properly using your legs and not your back
• Make sure that placement of the object does not put you in a position that you be crushed
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Livestock Equipment Hazards

 Livestock Feeding
Systems
 Storage
 Conveying

 Manure Handling
Equipment
 Machinery (Pumps,

Spreaders, High
Pressure Lines)

 Storage Sites (Pits,
Lagoons)

 Gases (Methane,
Carbon Monoxide,
Hydrogen Sulfide)

 Fencing
 Electric,
 Barbed,
 High tensile
 Cattle guards
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Competency 13.5 continued…

Livestock Feeding Systems:
• Storage: confined spaces pose a threat if toxic gases are present or the worker has feed

that is stacked and position themselves in a place where it could fall on them
• Conveying: moving parts allow the opportunity for clothing to get caught and pulled in

Manure Handling Equipment:
• Machinery: have applications that can be dangerous to user (Pumps, Spreaders, High

Pressure Lines)
• Storage Sites: Contain toxic gases that can kill worker (Pits, Lagoons)
• Gases: can cause worker to pass out or die (Methane, Carbon Monoxide, Hydrogen

Sulfide)

Electric Fence:
• Can shock someone if they come into contact with it
• If barbed wire is used, the barbs on the wire can cause puncture and other wounds.
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Safety Around Livestock

 Aggressive Behavior:
Understand warning
signs of aggressive
behavior

 Stay Calm: Move
deliberately and calmly
without loud abrupt
noises

 Be Alert: Know your
surroundings and have
an escape route planned
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Competency 13.6 
Understand how your actions around livestock can affect your safety and wellbeing 

Aggressive Behavior
• Pay attention to the animals, especially when you are in a pen, stall or open lot with them.
• Potential warning signs include:

• Lowering of the animals head
• Animal appears to be irritated
• Animal is intensely watching everything you do

Stay Calm
• When approaching animal move deliberately and calmly. Do not run or rush towards the 

animal
• Make sure the animal knows you are approaching so you do not surprise the animal. Talk 

in a calm voice to the animal

Be Alert
• Be aware of your surroundings.
• Know where the animals are in relation to you. If there is a male breeding animal or female

with nursing newborn where are they.
• Have a planned escape route, should you need to quickly remove yourself from the situation.
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Approaching Livestock

 Know Behavior: Plan 
ahead and know the normal 
behaviors of the animals you 
are working with

 Avoid Surprises: The 
animal should know you are 
present

 No Sneaking: Do not sneak 
up behind an animal

 Pay Attention: The animal 
should see you and you 
should be paying attention to 
the animal
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Competency 13.6 continued…

Know Behavior
• When working with animals, observe their behavior.
• Get to know the normal behavior of the animals

Avoid Surprises
• When working with animals, talking gently to the them will let them know you are present.

No Sneaking
• Approaching an animal without it knowing you are there may result in the animal spooking and 

causing injury to the animal and/or you.

Pay Attention
• When around animals, pay attention. Animals can behave unexpectedly especially when:

• they are surprised
• newborns are present
• other animals are present (i.e., dog, snake)
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Tools and Methods to Safely Work with 
Livestock

Fences

Working in Groups

Carry tools in 
a safe manner

Aware of Surroundings 

Correct 
Clothing

Never turn your back

Muzzles
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Competency 13.7 
Identify at least 5 of the following methods or tools for safely working with livestock

Fences: 
• Keep animals in a designated area
• Allows us to safely be around animals without getting stepped on or pinned against a surface

Muzzles: 
• Provides a barrier between an animal’s mouth and who is working with the animal
• Makes it so animals like horses, cats and dogs can not bite workers who are caring for them

Correct Clothing: 
• not baggy, clothes should fit closely to the body, jeans are recommended
• Tight fitting clothing helps prevent lose fitting garments getting caught in something, jeans provide

more protection then thinner fabrics
Carry tools in a safe manner: 

• Caring tools the way they are designed to be carried lessons the possibility for injury to occur during
transport(close knives, put sleeves on different saw blades, turn off power tools)

Working in Groups: 
• It is best to work in groups and not alone in case an accident occurs, you have people to help

Aware of Surroundings:
• Being aware of what is around you also allows you to react to animal behavior, by knowing what is

around  you have the ability to get out the best possible way
Never turn your back:

• Turning your back gives animals the opportunity to come up from behind and you are not given the
chance to react. By not turning your back you are able to monitor the animals around you and get
out of an area if strange behavior is occurring

Sorting Board: used to motivate animal to go a certain way
• Tool is used to provided separation between animal and worker
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Show Animals

 Chutes, Shear Station
 Hitting your head 

 Pinching fingers 

 Show ring
 Animal behavior in new 

surroundings

 Mass gatherings of attendees   

 Even the tamest animal can 
be unpredictable

Note: Even the best “Pet” can be dangerous. Be careful around all livestock

 Washing/Drying/Oils/Clipping
 Some of this can be foreign to 

animal and make them uneasy
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The Show Ring:
• Can be an intimidating experience for animals of all kinds (cattle, horses, swine, sheep, 

goats, cats, dogs, poultry, rabbits, etc.) 
• They are in an unfamiliar environment with many sets of eyes on them
• Animals can act differently because they are frightened

Animal Behavior in new Surroundings:
• It is very important to remember that even the tamest of animals can react poorly to new 

environments such as a livestock fair 
• Exhibitors should be ready for their livestock to act differently than they do at home, it 

also important to be aware of other exhibitor's livestock and how they are acting

Washing/Drying/Oils/Clipping
• These activities can be abnormal and out of rountine for animals causing them stress
• Even if they are used to these at home, they can become more stressful in foreign 

locations
• Often at shows we find that many people are working on an animal to prepare it for show, 

this entourage can also add to the stress level of the animal
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What went wrong?

At a county fair it was nearing the 
end of a long week for both the 
animals and the exhibitors. Cattle 
that were headed back to their 
homes instead of the packer 
trailer were scheduled to leave at 
3 pm Saturday. Around lunch time 
a family began watering their 
steers that were going to be going 
home later in the day.  A girl was
walking her brother’s steer, Frank, and Frank decided that it was time 
to go home and drug the girl about 25 feet on textured concrete before 
she let go. She was wearing shorts and her legs got all torn up almost 
deep enough to expose fat tissues. What could have been some 
causes of the steer’s actions and what steps could the sister have 
taken to lesson the injuries.

13-15

Activity:
Step #1: Divide the class into groups of 2 to 3 students per group

Step #2: Ask each group to to analyze the situation above, identifying the issues that led to the 
injury and what could have been done to prevent it from occurring.

Step #3: Rotating through the groups, ask each group to identify one possible issue that led to the 
injury along with a potential action that would have prevented the situation that led to the 
injury

Ideas why the steer acted as he did:
• Tired after a long week
• Something spooked the steer (another animal, vehicle, person, loud noise, ect)
• The person walking the steer did not have much experience with it as it was not theirs
• It was hot and the steer was upset

How could the individual have lessoned their injures:
• Payed better attention to the steers behavior before taking him to get water
• Worn the proper clothing (jeans instead of shorts)
• Once she lost balance and fell, she should have just let go 
• Had more people (family that was helping) in case something like this were to happen
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Fair Labor Standards Act Prohibits Youth…

 Working in an area that is
occupied by:

 an intact male that is
used for breeding
purposes

 a female with offspring
that are still suckling

 Working inside grain storage,
an upright silo (within 2
weeks after silage has been
added), or a manure pit

 Operating a tractor over 20
PTO horsepower

Note: Hazardous jobs only apply to those under 16, but it might 
not be recommended for older youth to participate in 
these activities alone
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Competency 13.8  
Understand laws for different ages of youth working on farms/ranches in livestock‐related jobs

The Fair Labor Standards Act identifies specific farm tasks that are considered too hazardous for 
youth under the age of 16 to perform when working for hire, unless they have participated in and 
passed a youth farm safety certification program. With the training program certain tasks may be 
performed by youth 14 and 15 year of age when working for hire on a farm or ranch.

Animal related farm tasks deemed too hazardous for youth under 16 to perform for hire on a farm 
and ranch include:

1. Working with animals in a stall, pen or area when the animal(s) is:
a. A male breeding animals such as a bull, boar, ram, or stud
b. A female animal with newborn who are still suckling

2. Working in a grain storage or an upright silo (within 2 weeks after silage has been added), or a
manure pit.

a. Youth are not permit to work at climb a ladder or other structure that is 20 feet and
higher.

b. Youth are not permit to work in an oxygen limiting structure such as an air tight silo.
c. Youth are not permit to be in a silo within two weeks after filling. The is the time when

deadly gases such as nitrogen dioxide are most likely present
d. Youth are not permitted to enter a manure pit. Deadly gases such as hydrogen sulfide

and methane may be present.

3. Operating a tractor with a PTO horsepower rating of 20 and higher
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Age Requirements for Youth 
Workers

16+ Can perform any farm job, including 
agricultural occupations declared hazardous 
by the Secretary of Labor, at any time, 
including during school hours. 

Note: These are Federal regulations, state specific rules vary 13-17

Competency 13.8 continued…

The Fair Labor Standards Act specifies specific tasks which are deemed hazards for youth to 
perform for hire on a farm and ranch. More on the regulation can be found at 
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/WHD/legacy/files/childlabor102.pdf

For youth who are 16 years of age or older there are no restrictions per the federal Fair Labor 
Standards Act. 

State regulations may be different. Check with your state’s department of labor.
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Age Requirements for Youth 
Workers

14 - 15 Minimum age for employment outside of school 
hours in any agricultural occupation except those 
declared hazardous by the Secretary of Labor. 
May not perform tasks declared hazardous by the 
Secretary of Labor unless trained and certified.

Note: 
1. These are federal regulations, state specific rules vary
2. Does not apply to youth working on farm operated by their parents or guardians

13-18
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Competency 13.8 continued…

The Fair Labor Standards Act specifies specific tasks which are deemed hazards for youth to 
perform for hire on a farm and ranch. More on the regulation can be found at 
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/WHD/legacy/files/childlabor102.pdf

For youth who are 14 and 15 years of age certain hazardous jobs, when performed for hire on a farm 
or ranch, if the youth have been trained and certified. They may perform hazardous tasks in 
categories 1 & 2 after passing an Extension or high school agricultural science tractor and machinery 
certification course. With a student learners program through their high school agricultural science 
program youth 14 and 15 years of age may perform tasks in categories 1 through 6.

1. Operating tractors over 20 PTO hp
2. Operating PTO-operated machinery
3. Operating specialized powered machines
4. Working with breeding livestock including bulls, boars, and stallions
5. Working in wood lots with logs over 6 inches in diameter
6. Working on ladders and scaffolds at heights over 20 feet
7. Operating a vehicle to transport passengers or riding on a tractor as a passenger
8. Working inside toxic atmospheres or confined spaces (silos, grain bins, manure pits, tanks, fruit

storage)
9. Handling or applying chemicals
10. Handling or using a blasting agent (explosive)
11. Transporting, transferring, or applying anhydrous ammonia



Age Requirements for Youth 
Workers

Note: 
1. These are federal regulations, state specific rules vary
2. Does not apply to youth working on farm operated by their parents or guardians

Can be employed outside of 
school hours with written 
parental consent or on a farm 
where the minor’s parent or 
person standing in place of 
the parents is also employed. 
May not perform tasks 
declared hazardous by the 
Secretary of Labor. 

12-13 years old
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Competency 13.8 continued…

The Fair Labor Standards Act specifies specific tasks which are deemed hazards for youth to 
perform for hire on a farm and ranch. More on the regulation can be found at 
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/WHD/legacy/files/childlabor102.pdf

Youth who are 12 and 13 years of age may not perform any job listed as hazardous by the Fair Labor 
Standards Act. But, they may be hired to perform farm tasks not identified as hazardous provided 
those tasks are performed outside school hours and with written consent of the youth parent or legal 
guardian.

Employers are responsible for providing training to the young workers and to provide a safe working 
environment.
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Age Requirements for Youth 
Workers

Under 12 May be employed outside of school hours with 
parental consent on a farm where employees are 
exempt from the federal minimum wage 
provisions. May not perform tasks declared 
hazardous by the Secretary of Labor.

Note: 
1. These are federal regulations, state specific rules vary
2. Does not apply to youth working on farm operated by their parents or guardians
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Competency 13.8 continued…

The Fair Labor Standards Act specifies specific tasks which are deemed hazards for youth to 
perform for hire on a farm and ranch. More on the regulation can be found at 
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/WHD/legacy/files/childlabor102.pdf

Youth who under the age of 12 may not perform any job listed as hazardous by the Fair Labor 
Standards Act. But, they may be hired to perform farm tasks not identified as hazardous provided 
those tasks are performed outside school hours and with written consent of the youth’s parent or 
legal guardian.

Employers are responsible for providing training to the young workers and to provide a safe working 
environment.

NOTE: Youth under the age of 12 may not posses the cognitive and physical abilities to perform task 
on a farm or ranch. It is recommended that farm and ranch owners practice extreme care 
when involving youth under 12 years of age in agricultural production work tasks.
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Pets and Livestock

Never underestimate the 
behavior of any animal

 Livestock, even the
most docile, can be
unpredictable

 Pets are still animals,
and require certain
space and
precautions

What are some 
precautions to take with 
pets?

 Respect their food
space

 Do not sneak up on
them

 Use necessary
safety equipment

 Be aware of mood
changes

 Remember no two
pets are the same

Note: Even pets can become aggressive when 
injured, cornered, frightened or with young.
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Competency 13.9

Identify precautions to take with common pets and livestock

Never underestimate the behavior of any animal: 

• Livestock may act in a predictable manner time after time, but then something changes (i.e. a dog
is present for the first time) that changes the dynamics and the animal then does something totally
unexpected, unpredictable manner. NEVER assume an animal’s behavior will be the same or
predictable!

• Livestock can be very tame and in some instances you may consider them to be pets. But, all
pets are animals and animals when put under pressure and in certain situations may act in a very
unpredictable manner which could result in an injury to you.

What should I do when working with livestock/animals considered pet to be safe?

• Be careful and respect the things that they may be possessive of, including:

• Feed/food

• Newborn/offspring

• Space

• Do not scare the animal by sneaking up on them. When approaching an animal speak softly to let 
them know you are approaching.

• Do not approach and animal from directly from the rear. Their field of vision will not allow them to 
see you.

• When working with all animals, including pets, use appropriate safety equipment (i.e., chutes) to 
make the situation as safe as possible.

• Just like humans, pets and animals can have a “bad day.” Pay attention to the animals and their 
behavior.

• REMEMBER: Every pet has it own personality
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Considerations for Visiting a Farm

 Approaching a farm with
a dog

 Understand agrosecurity
precautions
 Probably of zoonotic

disease transmission

 Permissions/protocols of
the farm

 Farm hazards

13-22

Competency 13.10  
Describe the procedure for entering/visiting a farm

Approaching a farm/working dog:

• It is wise to ask the owner/manager if they have a dog and what its behavior is like when
planning the visit

• If you do not have information on the dog remember that no two dogs are the same, the
dog could be a friendly greeter or a guard dog who is there to protect the farm

• It is wise to open the window and listen to see if you are getting welcoming barks or keep
away growls. Once out of the vehicle remember to keep the dog where you can see it at
least until the owner/manager is there. You want to keep the dog in sight and try not to
invade any area that could upset the dog. Like any other animal move calmly and
deliberately.

Permission/Protocol: 

• Respect the farm’s biosecurity. Make sure your shoes and clothing are clean to prevent 
transporting diseases from one farm to another. (Farm Oaks, a large dairy operation in 
northern Indiana requires all workers to “Shower in” and “Shower out” and employees 
must park their vehicle in a specific spot)

•
Farm Hazards: 

• Know restricted areas/areas of high risk (manure storage, chemicals, bulk storage, mean
bull, etc.)
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Other Animal Threats on Farms

 Bats

 Snakes

 Racoons

 Rats

 Pigeons

 Mice

 Opossums

 Wild turkeys

 Feral pigs/cats/dogs

 Predators – coyotes/foxes
13-23

Competency 13.11  
Identify potential threats posed by wildlife/pests

There are numerous other animals that are found, especially in rural areas, around farms and ranches. 
These animals bring their own safety and health concerns. Animals that may be present include:

• Bats – They are great in helping control insects. Unfortunately, they can be a carrier for rabies. 
Humans can get histoplasmosis from bat droppings

• Snakes – Certain snakes are venomous with a bite potentially resulting in death. Snakes may 
strike and bite

• Raccoons – Interaction with their feces can result in transmission of certain zoonotic diseases

• Rats – Can carry diseases. Can damage structures including chewing electrical wires that could 
lead to fires

• Pigeons – Their droppings can cause numerous diseases

• Mice – Their droppings and urine can spread disease

• Opossums – Rarely present any threat to human health and safety

• Wild turkeys – Rarely cause serious harm to humans, but they will chase and harass people, 
especially children.

• Feral pigs/cats/dogs – may carry rabies and zoonotic diseases

• Predators coyotes/foxes – rarely attack people but they may carry rabies which could be 
transmitted to humans and their pets
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How could this have been prevented?

Jackson girl kicked in the head by a steer

Gearing Up Daily News

on the barn floor with the steer nearby. Blood was coming from the girl’s
nose and ears.

Emily Fairchild, the girl’s mother, is a nurse and provided immediate 
first aid until the EMS unit from Jackson Township arrived. They 
transported Melissa directly to the University Medical Center in 
Columbus. Preliminary reports from the hospital indicate that she 
suffered a fractured skull and cracked collar bone.

The girl’s father, John, indicated that the steer had been raised on 
the farm and was almost a pet of the family. He is not sure what might 
have caused the animal to kick.

Jackson – Melissa Fairchild, of rural Jackson, was
seriously injured when the steer she was fitting for the
upcoming 4-H Fair kicked her, striking in the side of
the head and neck. Her father found her unconscious
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Case Study

• Ask the students to analyze the case study, identifying the issues that led to the accident and 
what could have been done to prevent it from occurring.

Review

• Use the review questions included in the lesson plan to assess how much the students absorbed 
from the lesson. If students are unable to answer a question correctly, review the related subject 
matter and encourage students to ask for clarification if they don’t understand.
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